Meeting of Doddington Parish Council held on Wednesday 12th April 2017
in the Church Rooms, New Street, Doddington at 7.00p.m.

Present: -    	Cllr. R Hufton (Chair), Cllrs. G Collet, I Gowler, A. Ison, P Jolley, R. Mason,
J Shepherd, Cllr M. Davis (District Councillor) and the Clerk Mr R Wilkin

1.  Open Forum: - 
a. Parishioner Mrs Joy Walker addressed the meeting and sort members opinion on submitting a planning application to FDC requesting that the siting of the proposed construction of a 4 bed dwelling at Post Mill Farm, Benwick Road, which was approved under planning application F/YR14/0997/F, be moved nearer to Benwick Road.  Members lent their support and advised that when a planning application was submitted they would advise FDC that a pre consultation meeting had taken place with the Parish Council.

b. Parishioner Mr Mitchell Terrance addressed the meeting and sort members opinion on planning application F/YR/0308/F that he had submitted to FDC requesting permission to erect a single storey rear extension and double garage at 4 Benwick Road.  The Parish Council was impressed with the detailed information provided by Mr Green’s agent and considered that the design of the works, whilst very modern in appearance, would enhance the building and the area especially as the site is within the village conservation area, and ensures that the original building is incorporated in its current form. The view of the site, looking from the Clock Tower Corner will remain very much as it currently is, and the extension will replace some old brick built extensions which do not add to the ambience of the area.  Accordingly, the Parish Council was prepared to support the application.

2.  Apologies: - Apologies were received from Cllr J Welcher, B Whittaker and Cllr D Connor (District & County Councillor)

3. Minutes: - Item 8 of the minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2017 were amended so that the last sentence now read “Members unanimously agreed to accept the quotation and not wait until Testing had reviewed the light and to consider any appropriate quotation for repairs or replacement.”  The minutes were then signed by the Chair as correct.

4.  Matters arising from previous Council discussions: -
      a)   Members were advised that the post and rail 	fencing on the green area opposite the clock 	tower had been completed.  Members expressed their pleasure at the finished job.
      b)   Members were pleased to note that Jane Archer had won the Good Neighbour category at 	the Pride of Fenland Awards.
      c)   Members noted that a meeting to launch a Doddington Street Pride Group had been 	arranged for 26th April.
      d)	Members were very pleased with the restoration work done by Colin Cousins to the 	plaque near the flag pole.
      e)   It was reported that the Circular Walk had been checked out for adequate signage and the 	only alteration that had been noted was that a footpath sign in Benwick Road needed 	resiting so that it faced another way.
      f)   Following last months presentation by Anglian Water, the Clerk had received a map of 	the sewerage pipework in the village and circulated A3 sized copies to all members.  Cllr 	Gowler agreed to supply some maps at A1 size.
     g)   The Chair read out a letter that had been sent jointly by the Chairs of Doddington and 	Wimblington to the Boundary Commission strongly objecting to the suggestion made by 	East Cambs DC to move the two parishes from the Fenland DC to North Cambs DC 	whose reason appeared to solely support East Cambs DC desire to retail one of its 	existing parishes within its boundary.

5.  Police Matters: -
a) Apologies had been received from PCSO Carol Holloway for her non attendance. Her short report was read out to the meeting.   Members also raised a number of other incidents.
b) It was reported that Search and Rescue were undertaking a training exercise in the village that evening.

6.  Highway Issues: -
a)  The following issues were raised:
i.  It was reported that the large pot hole on Wimblington Road near to the pond was still outstanding and additional pot holes near the school and at the top of Wood Street had been noted.  The surface of Parsons Lane and Dyke Moor Road were now in a very bad way.
ii.  Members were advised that Virgin Network were looking to hold a Community Liaison Event by way of a drop in evening to share their plans for the expansion of their network in the area.
iii.  The pathway near 11A Benwick Road needed some resurfacing now that the hedge had been cut back.
iv.  CCC had circulated details of their 2017 surface treatment programme but no roads in Doddington were scheduled for improvement.

7.  Local Highway Improvement Initiatives:-
a) 2016/17:  
i.  CCC had advised that any re-profiling of the Primrose Hill footway would have to be borne by the Parish Council and members therefore agreed not to have this work done.  
ii.  The Council reiterated that they would only require a single pole sited in each of the three roads into the village to hold the MVAS Speed Signs and that each pole should have an appropriate speed repeater sign fixed to it.  Members did not want the MVAS equipment mounted on street lights.  The Council noted that training facilities for the operation of the MVAS equipment needed to be finalised.
iii.  Members agreed that the damaged “30mph Welcome to Doddington” sign on the gateway on Wimblington Road should be replaced by a large 30mph roundel.  This would help to reassure residents in the area that the Doddington boundary had not moved.
iv.  The Chair agreed to investigate if grants would be available for planting to be done at each of the gates into the village.
     b)   2017/18:
i.  The Clerk advised the meeting that our application for a grant to enable the Benwick Road footway to be resurfaced had been granted and engineers from the Highway Projects team will be in contact in due course to develop our proposal in more detail.
     c)   2018/19:
	Members raised possible improvements for when the next bid process is announced.  	Options suggested included having yellow lines down one side of Ingles Lane and to make 	Ingles Lane a one way system.



8.  Fenland DC, Cambridgeshire CC and Other External Organisations:-
     a)  The Clerk reported that elections for a new Mayor for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough        Combined Authority and CCC elections would be taking place on 4th May 2017.

9.  Annual Assembly:-
	Members were advised that the Annual Assembly would be taking place on Tuesday 16th May 2017.  Two guest speakers; Sgt Lugg from the Police and Kelly Gilders on funding opportunities had agreed to attend.

10.  Street Lighting: -
The Chair reported that she had now been advised that 4 parishes had confirmed their    agreement to appoint Electrical Testing to maintain and replace their street lights.  She also advised that FDC had not yet signed a new contract with Balfour Beatty but were considering seeking a quotation from Electrical Testing.

11.  Planning:
        a)  New Applications:-
      i    F/YR17/0226/F  Erection of a 2 storey extension to side of existing dwelling.  39 Manor 	Estate, Doddington.
	Members raised no objection to this application.      
     ii   F/YR17/0296/VOC  Variation of condition 12 in relation to approved plans of planning 	permission F/YR14/0765/F (Erection of a single storey 4 bed dwelling with attached 	garage involving demolition of existing outbuildings).  Land north east of 7 Wimblington 	Road, Doddington.
	Members made no comment on this application.
     iii.  F/YR17/0308/F  Erection of a single storey rear extension and double garage and the 	temporary siting of a mobile home (during construction) involving demolition of existing 	rear single storey building.  4 Benwick Road, Doddington.
	Members raised no objection to this application having considered this application in 	detail during the Open Forum session at the start of the meeting.      
  b)   Section 106 Matters:
 The Chair reported that arrangements were being made to meet with representatives of   Fenland DC’s Planning Department to discuss how we can secure these funds for community use.

12.  Doddington Village Action Plan: -
A.  Matters relating to the Parish Council – items completed or plans in place to complete improvement:
a.  External refurbishment of the George Pub
b.  Completion of unfinished houses on Newgate Street
c.  Poor street lighting
d.  Dog fouling
e.  Reduce speeding within the village
f.  Infrastructure improvements if and when any large scale building projects take place
g.  Encourage more suitable bus timetables
h.  Improve signage and profile of the village to make it more welcoming
i.  Better promotion of clubs and activities within the village
j.  Improvements to communications from the Parish Council


B.  Matters relating to the Parish Council – items still awaiting action
k.  Encourage and develop tourism within the village
Action – To detail a plan for developing tourism within Fenland over the next 5 years
Progress: None to date
C.  Future of DVAG:
Arrangements were being made to transfer any surplus funds into the control of the Parish Council.

13.  Neighbourhood Plan: -
Members were advised that grant sign off papers had now been issued by Cambridgeshire ACRE and preliminary findings were that any surplus grant would have to be repaid.

14.  Abbey Field/Skate Park:-
i.  Members were advised that the new litter bin in the skate park had been installed.
ii.  Members agree that, due to vandalism, the graffiti board and frame should be removed.  
Cllr Mason agreed to arrange this work.
iii. The Chair advised that during an inspection of the pavilion when the fire extinguishers were being serviced she noticed that there was an accumulation of rubbish.  She had advised the Secretary of the Football Club that the area needs to be tidied up.  

15.  Benwick Road Cemetery: -
Members agreed that some places should be booked on a Management training course for the operation of the cemetery at a cost of £125 per person.

16.  Communications: -
a.  Website. 
No further update

17.  Financial Matters:-
a.   Receipts and Payments.
The following receipts and payments were presented and accepted as follows: -

Receipts: -				£	  Payments: -                                                   £
BAFC  -  Rent			       240.00	Cambs ACRE – N Plan fees		     480.00
					E Mason & Son – Abbey Rec maint       420.00
					Cromwell Fire – fire exting service           79.10
					FDC – new litter bin                                308.74
					Eon – electricity for clock tower                 6.43
					Camb & Pet’borough –subscription        446.20
                                 			            R Wilkin - Clerk’s Salary	          	      579.90
					Petty cash reimbursement to Clerk	        69.50
					HMRC – Income tax on clerks’ salary     144.98
					M R Baker – posts & chains                  1,216.00				       240.00						   3,750.85

b.  Annual Accounts
The Clerk circulated a draft report on the financial accounts for 2016/2017.  He advised that there were a few allocation changes but these would be finalised and then submitted to the internal auditor.
 
18.  Correspondence:-
a.  The Chair advised that Cllr Ison, the Clerk and herself would be attending the workshop following the surveys circulated to Cambridgeshire Towns and Parish Councils.
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.
